
May 18, 2007 
 

Camp Pendleton Military Families treated to BBQ-style dinner  
and educational program 

 
Friday, May 18th was an evening of fun, animals and food for the children and families of the 
Mary Fay Pendleton Elementary School on the Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base. As the 
students finished up the school year and with many preparing to relocate at a new base, the 
Jarrett Meeker Foundation took the opportunity to give the deserving students and their families 
a night to remember.  

 
JMF board members John Gordon and Jim Schwertman 
coordinated the program and quickly found support in making 
the idea a reality. With the help of partnerships with the San 
Diego Scottish Rite Community Foundation and the San Diego 
Al Bahr Shrine, JMF worked with the school’s PTA to sponsor 
a unique BBQ-style dinner and educational program benefiting 
the military families at the base.  
 
The evening featured many family-friendly activities, including 
dinner cooked by some grill-loving marines, clowns making 

balloon animals and painting faces, and mini-cars pulling mini-wagons, called Tin Lizzy’s, 
driven by the Shriners. To make the event truly memorable, JMF arranged for an interactive 
animal presentation by the Wild Animal Park’s newest education specialist, Miss Discovery. 
 
This was JMF’s first program 
specifically benefiting children who 
attend San Diego County schools 
that have a large number of students 
from military families. JMF looks 
forward to expanding this program 
in the future.  
 

The Tin Lizzy mini-cars were the most 
popular attraction of the evening. 

JMF board members (in khaki shirts) 
celebrate successful new partnerships with 

the Scottish Rite, Al Bahr Shrine and 
Mary Fay Pendleton school. 


